
CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER SERVICE
INSPIRED BY THE TAIZÉ COMMUNITY

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016
BE RECONCILED ALL YOU WHO ENTER HERE

Parents, children, partners, friends, enemies;
Believers and those who cannot believe;
Christians and their fellow Christians.

(Variation of greeting posted outside the Church of Reconciliation, Taizé, France)

We begin by centering ourselves in silent prayer. 

OPENING WORDS
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Do a new work among us!

Come, Holy Spirit.
Write your truth within us.
Claim us as your own.
Show us what it means to follow you—
to be your people in the world.



Prayer

O God of our hearts,  
you yearn to be so close to us  
that we can know you in every breath,  
in every hope, in every relationship.

Meet us here today and  
teach us to recognize  
the covenant of justice, peace and love  
you have written on our hearts.

So may our desires become your desires,
our work become your work,

and our community
the place where you are sought and found
So may our desires become your desires,
our work become your work
and our community
the place where you are sought and found.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.  

Psalm 119: 137-144  

You are righteous, Lord,
    and your laws are right.

The statutes you have laid down are righteous;
    they are fully trustworthy.

Response

My zeal wears me out,
    for my enemies ignore your words.

Your promises have been thoroughly tested,
    and your servant loves them.

Response

Though I am lowly and despised,
    I do not forget your precepts.
 
Your righteousness is everlasting
    and your law is true.

Response  

Trouble and distress have come upon me,
    but your commands give me delight.
 
Your statutes are always righteous;
    give me understanding that I may live.

Response   



READING   

 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah 
with the seed of humans and the seed of animals.  And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and 
break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over them to build and to plant, says 
the LORD. In those days they shall no longer say: “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge.”  But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes 
shall be set on edge. The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD.  But this is the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or 
say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, 
says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word: Thanks be to God. -Jeremiah 31:27-34

 



SILENCE
Remaining in silence in God’s presence, open to the Holy Spirit, is already prayer.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Gracious God Compassionate God,  
We come to you broken – God of covenant,
from that which confines us: God of love,  
the prejudice buried,  We come to you tired,  
weighted down with fear yearning for peace and harmony.  
distorted self-protection Loving God,  
breaking me, breaking you. we offer up our suffering
And, so we come to you and come to you seeking to be made whole.
seeking to be made whole.

For you, God, put your love within us; For you, God, put your love within us;
you wrote it on our hearts,  you wrote it on our hearts,  
that we may be your people. that we may be your people. 
 
On this night we pray for those who weep, Gentle God,  
who are struggling from lack of God of covenant, of Love,  
clean water Glorify us through Your love.  
healthy food, Draw us to you, into you.  
quality, affordable health care. Anoint us with your peace.
We pray, especially for ...

Write your compassion in our hearts 
[you are invited to lift up names or circumstances]  that we may love as you love.

Amen.
For you, God, put your love within us;
you wrote it on our hearts,  
that we may be your people. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen.



CLOSING PRAYER

From where we are to where you need us,
Christ be beside us. 

From what we are to what you can make of us,
Christ be before us.

From the mouthing of generalities
to making signs of your kingdom,
Christ be beneath us.

Through the streets of this world
to the gates of heaven.
Christ be above us. 

Surround us with your presence,
inspire us with your purpose,
confirm us in your love. 
Amen. 

Our next Prayer Service will be on Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 5:00 PM here in the Chapel.

Songs from Taizé, © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé (France), administered by GIA Publications, Inc. 
Reprinted from Songs and Prayers, OneLicense.net# A-710014

Psalm 119 Antiphon: by Elaine Kirkland, 1994 from The New Century Hymnal.  
 



About Taizé:  Taizé is a tiny village hidden away in the hills of Burgundy, in the eastern part of France, not 
far from the town of Cluny. Since 1940, it has been the home of an ecumenical community of brothers whose 
prayer, three times each day, is at the center of their life. Today, Taizé is a place to which visitors of all ages 
and backgrounds come on pilgrimage, to participate in international meetings of prayer and reflection.

Taizé’s vocation is to strive for communion among all. From its beginning, the community has worked for 
reconciliation  among  Christians  split  apart  into  different  denominations.  But  the  brothers  do  not  view 
reconciliation among Christians as the end in itself; it concerns all humanity, since it makes the Church a 
place of communion for all.

Singing is one of the most essential elements of Taizé worship. Short chants, repeated again and again, give 
it a meditative character. Using just a few words, they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the 
mind. As the words are sung over many times, this reality gradually penetrates the whole being. Meditative 
singing thus becomes a way of listening to God. It allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together 
and to remain together in attentive waiting on God, without having to fix the length of time too exactly.


