
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 
A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

DECEMBER 31, 2017 
 

 
 

 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

11:00 AM                                            RINGING OF THE BELL  
 

OPENING VOLUNTARY           THE HOLY BOY:  A CAROL OF THE NATIVITY  JOHN IRELAND  
BRYAN LOHR, ORGAN 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. And also with you. 
 

CHORAL INTROIT                      THE SNOW LAY ON THE GROUND  LEO SOWERBY 
THE SANCTUARY CHOIR 

The snow lay on the ground, the stars shone bright,  
when Christ our Lord was born on Christmas night.  

Venite adoremus Dominum; Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 

Venite adoremus Dominum; 
Venite adoremus Dominum. 

 

'Twas Mary, virgin pure of holy Ann, that brought into the world our God, made man; 
She laid him in a stall at Bethlehem; the ass and oxen shared the roof with them. 

 
Saint Joseph, too, was by to tend the Child; To guard him, and protect his mother mild; 

The angels hovered round, and sung this song: Venite adoremus Dominum. 
 

And thus that manger poor became a throne; For he whom Mary bore was God the son. 
O come, then, let us join the heavenly host, to praise the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 

 
 
 
 
The glass containers 
on the communion 
table are filled with 
stones containing 
words of grief which 
were collected 
during our Longest 
Night Service on 
December 20. We 
will keep these 
containers visible 
throughout the 
Christmas Season as 
a visual reminder 
that we bring all of 
who we are—grief 
included—into 
worship this season. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INVITATION TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.   

 
* CAROL #140                                     ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY “IRBY” 

 
FIRST LESSON                                        GENESIS 3:8-15, 17-19    SHARON KAZARY   

THE FIRST SIN AND ITS PUNISHMENT 

 
CAROL #121                                  O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM “ST. LOUIS” 

                                                
SECOND LESSON                                       GENESIS 22:15-18    BOB KAZARY  

GOD’S PROMISE TO ABRAHAM 

 
   ANTHEM                       GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD FROM ‘THE CRUCIFIXION’            JOHN STAINER  

THE SANCTUARY CHOIR 
 

God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son, 
that all who believeth in him should not perish, 

but have everlasting life. 
 

For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world, through him, might be saved. 

 
THIRD LESSON                                           ISAIAH 9:2, 6-7 PAM JAN  

THE RIGHTEOUS REIGN OF THE COMING KING 

 
* CAROL #123                               IT CAME UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR  “CAROL”                                                        

 
FOURTH LESSON                                    ISAIAH 11:1-4A, 6-9 MIKE LEVITAS   

THE PEACEFUL KINGDOM 

 
CAROL #129                              LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING “ES IST EIN’ ROS’” 

 
FIFTH LESSON                                                    LUKE 1:26-35, 38 KIM MILLS  

THE BIRTH OF JESUS FORETOLD 

 
* CAROL #119                                         HARK, THE HERALD ANGELS SING “MENDELSSOHN” 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Genesis, meaning 
"origin," covers 
the time from 
creation to the 
Israelite sojourn 
in Egypt. The first 
reading is 
universal in 
nature, while the 
second relates to 
God's special 
relationship with 
Israel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The prophet 
Isaiah was active 
in the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah 
from 742 until 
701 BCE, 
attacking social 
injustice as the 
source of trouble 
between God and 
God's people.  
 



SIXTH LESSON                                                 LUKE 2:1-7 PHIL MILLS  
THE BIRTH OF JESUS 

 
CAROL                                      WHERE RICHES IS EVERLASTINGLY          PETER WARLOCK 

THE SANCTUARY CHOIR 
Into this world this day did come, Jesus Christ both God and man, 
Lord and servant in one person Born of the blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

I pray you be merry and sing with me, 
in worship of Christ's nativity. 

I pray you be merry and sing with me, 
in worship of Christ's nativity. 

 

He that was rich, without any need, appeared in this world in right poor weed. 
to make us that were poor indeed, rich without any need truly. 

 

A stable was his chamber, a crèche was his bed, he had not a pillow to lay under his head; 
With maiden's milk that babe was fed, in poor clothes was lapped the Lord Almighty. 

 

A noble lesson here is us taught, to set all worldly riches at naught, 
But pray we that we may be thither brought, where riches is everlastingly. 

 
SEVENTH LESSON                                      LUKE 2:8-16 CATHY LEVITAS 

THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS 

 
* CAROL #113                               ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH “GLORIA” 

 
EIGHTH LESSON                                                MATTHEW 2:1-11 CAROLYN MATHEWS  

THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN 

 
CAROL #152                        WHAT STAR IS THIS, WITH BEAMS SO BRIGHT “PUER NOBIS NASCITUR” 

 
NINTH LESSON                                            JOHN 1:1-14 JANET HENDERSHOT  

THE WORD BECAME FLESH 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING                            JESU, JOY OF MAN’S DESIRING  J. S. BACH 

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, holy wisdom, love most bright; 
Drawn by thee, our souls aspiring, soar to uncreated light. 

 

Word of God our flesh that fashioned with the fire of life impassioned, 
striving still to truth unknown, soaring, dying round thy throne. 

 
* AT THE PRESENTATION #143    ANGELS, FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY (Verse 4)  

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son 
evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Written for a 
Gentile audience, 
Luke's 
gospel emphasizes 
God's love for the 
poor, the 
disadvantaged, 
minorities, 
outcasts, sinners 
and lepers.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Written for a 
Jewish audience, 
Matthew's 
gospel describes 
Jesus as the 
fulfillment of 
God's will 
disclosed in the 
Old Testament.  
 

 

Unlike the other 
gospels, John's 
gospel makes no 
attempt to give a 
chronological 
account of the life 
of Jesus (which 
the other gospels 
do, to a degree), 
focusing instead 
on his eternal 
nature and divine 
origin.   
 

 

 

 

 

 



* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
 

* CAROL #136                                     GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN  “GO TELL IT” 
 

* BLESSING 
 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE #134    JOY TO THE WORLD (Verse 1) “ANTIOCH” 

(Please join hands as we sing together.) 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                  PSALM 96:  STILLE NACHT  EMMA LOU DIEMER  
BRYAN LOHR, ORGAN 

“O sing unto the Lord a new song …”     
                                                                                                      
 

 
 

This Morning’s Worship Leaders 

 
Liturgists................................................................................................................................Pam Ja n and Caroline Kelly 
Readers………………………………….Janet Hendershot, Bob Kazary, Sharon Kazary, Carolyn Matthews, Kim Mills, Phil Mills 
.......................................................................................................................................................Cathy Levitas and Mike Levitas 
Director of Music Ministries................................................................................................................................. ........ Bryan Lohr 
Musicians.......................................................................................................................................................The Sanctuary Choir  
Sound Technician...................................................................................................................................................Joe Aurigemma 
Ushers........................................................................................................................................ David Stickler and Gary Hartung 
 
A MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION-CORPORATION of First Presbyterian Church of Cumberland, Maryland is 
called by the Session for next Sunday, January 7, 2018 immediately after worship. The purpose of the meeting is to hear 
and act on a report from the Congregational Nominating Committee. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we worship God and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by loving our neighbors and 
promoting peacemaking, justice and care of the earth. 
 

VISION STATEMENT  
We strive to be a community grounded in the good news of God’s love in Christ where all of God’s children are:  

 Welcomed and cherished 
 Called to worship, learn and grow together in faith, and  
 Sent to share God’s love and justice with a broken and hurting world.   

 

Adopted by the Session on September 17, 2015 
 
To view worship services live or to view taped worship services, go to www.youtube.com (First Presbyterian Church of 
Cumberland Live Stream) or go to our website http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/ and click on “click here to view our 
worship service” located at the bottom of the home page. 

 

http://wwwfacebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland 

* When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 Please join in reading or singing those parts of the service printed in bold. 

 

   

 
In the closing 
voluntary, living 
American 
composer Emma 
Lou Diemer 
evokes the spirit 
of Psalm 96, 
traditionally 
appointed by the 
Revised Common 
Lectionary for use 
on Christmas, by 
setting the tune 
of Silent Night in 
a manner 
antithetical to 
how it is typically 
heard.      

 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/
mailto:http://www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland?subject=First%20Presbyterian%20Church


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS: We are glad you found your way to First Presbyterian Church of Cumberland. For more 
information about opportunities to worship, learn and serve with us, we encourage you to visit the table outside the church 
office. You can also learn more about us at www.fpc-cumberland.org and www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland. 
Childcare is provided in the nursery. An usher will be glad to direct you there. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: While we do provide a nursery for young children, we also welcome you to bring your child 
with you to worship. We have "worship bags" in the back of the sanctuary that include materials for drawing and coloring, as 
well as Bible stories and Bible word-find games. After the Time for Young Disciples, children may go to the nursery for a 
Bible lesson or remain in the sanctuary. Our "Young Children in Worship" pew card contains information about why young 
children should be encouraged to come to worship and how parents and others can engage them more fully in worship. 
 

THE PRAY-GROUND is a special space in the sanctuary for our youngest children and their families. All families are 
welcome to come and sit in the right front pews with their children seated on the rug. This front row seat will allow God’s 
youngest children to participate in the service in a place where they can see and hear best. There will be activities provided 
so that their little hands are kept busy while participating in worship. “Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it’” (Mark 10:14-15). 

 
FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please locate and sign the red pad in your pew, tear off the sheet and place it in the collection plate 
during the offering. This important practice allows us to be mindful of new folks and long-time members as well, and is a 
good way to learn (or remember) the names of those with whom you are seated. If you are visitor, please fill out the 
“Welcome to First Presbyterian Church” card in the pew rack and put it in the offering plate when it comes by during 
the service.  
 
PERSONAL LISTENING DEVICES: (amplifiers) are available in the back of the church for use during worship. Please see 
an usher for assistance. 
 
WORSHIP BROADCASTS: This morning’s broadcast was made possible by the generous donation of Deb and Gary 
Hendrickson!  
 
WORSHIP BROADCASTS TO END.  After December 31, 2017, we will no longer be broadcasting our Sunday services 
on WCBC Radio.  For several years the Worship and Music Committee has been aware of declining donations of the 
significant $75 fee for weekly radio broadcasts. We have been unable to negotiate a lower figure.   After long and careful 
consideration, the Committee decided that our church’s mission is better served by using congregational donations for 
other ministries. We will continue to broadcast our Sunday services live on YouTube. 
         

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: Please contact Michael Levitas or the church office if you would like to sponsor flowers. You 
may specify live or silk flowers. Silk flower money will be directed to the Special Ministries Fund. 

 

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 
ELDERS: AGNES YOUNT & PAM JAN 

 
ANNUAL GIVING YEAR-TO-DATE:                   as of December 24, 2017 
Total 2017 Pledges Promised                                      $241,753.00 
Pre-paid pledges                                                          $  13,339.00 
2017 Pledge Balance Promised                                    $228,414.00 
Pledge Balance Received Year-to-Date  $224,130.00 
Pledge Balance Promised Year-to-Date                 $224,184.00 
Over/(Under)                                                            $       (54.00) 
 

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 
December 25, 2016 December 24, 2017 
  42 87 

http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/
http://www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland


 

2017 YEAR END GIVING: Thanks for your faithful support of the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church 
during 2017. Remember that year-end contributions must be received by today in order to qualify as 2017 contributions 
for tax purposes. 
 
PLEDGE CARDS FOR 2018 are available in the pews and extras can be found in the back of the sanctuary. While pledges 
are welcome at any time, we encourage you to provide your 2018 pledge by today in order to help us in planning for the 
new year.  
 
OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2018 are now available on the table in the back of the sanctuary. If you do not see a box 
with your name on it, please contact the church office. 
 

FAITH FORMATION 
ELDERS: CHELSEA BOOR & JOE WEAVER 

 

WAKING UP WHITE AND FINDING MYSELF IN THE STORY OF RACE: Ann Kellermeyer and others will be 
leading a nine-week book study starting in January based on Debbie Irving's 2014 book, Waking Up White, using a study 
guide written for the church by PC(U.S.A.) Co-Moderators The Rev'ds Denise Anderson and Jan Edmiston. Referred to 
as "A jolting and continuing journey from white oblivion to white awareness described in an honest way....,"the book has 
been studied by many churches across the country (and referred to in a recent sermon by Rev. Kelly). We will meet in the 
Heritage Room after worship on Sundays from 12:15 to 2:15. If you are interested, please contact Ann 
Kellermeyer, akellermeyer@me.com,  Pam Jan, pamannjan@yahoo.com, or Brittany in the church office.  

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK: 

 

MONDAY, JANUARY (1) 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

   

TUESDAY, JANUARY (2) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  
 5:00 PM FAITH FORMATION MEETING IN THE PARLOR 
 6:30 PM MISSION MEETING IN THE PARLOR 
 7:00 PM BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MEETING IN THE CHAPEL 
      

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY (3) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 
 10:30 AM STAFF MEETING IN THE PASTOR’S OFFICE 
 7:00 PM N.A. GROUP MEETING IN THE HERITAGE ROOM 
 7:30 PM SANCTUARY CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY (4) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  
    

FRIDAY, JANUARY (5) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  
    

SATURDAY, JANUARY (6) 
 6:00 PM N.A. GROUP MEETING IN THE LIBRARY 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY (7) 
 9:45 AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY & 2-5 YEAR OLD CLASS: AN ILLUSTRATED COMPASSION 
 11:00 AM SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY: BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
  CALLED CONGREGATION-CORPORATION MEETING AFTER WORSHIP 
 

 

 

mailto:akellermeyer@me.com,
mailto:pamannjan@yahoo.com


REASON FOR THE SEASON 
 

As you plan your gift giving for this Christmas season, please consider giving to one or more of the global and local projects 
below.  This year’s Reason for the Season will help support those that suffered DISASTER this year, help combat 
ADDICTION, and help support EDUCATION! After reading the details about each of the projects, discern which ones 
that God is calling you to support.   

 

DISASTER 
 For the MAASAI tribes in southeastern KENYA, a severe multiyear drought is endangering their semi nomadic 
way of life.  Cattle, their most prized possession and livelihood, are dying. Some families walk up to 25 miles to get water 
and carry it back. By the time they return the water is not pure, causing much illness especially in children.  Being proactive, 
the Maasai started Pals Foundation, a nonprofit which works “to alleviate poverty by building equitable and sustainable 
practice in development in pastoralist communities in Kenya”.  Donations will go toward additional well boring equipment 
for the Maasai people through their Foundation.  
 Hurricanes Harvey, Irma, and Maria left damage that was catastrophic, with deaths and massive damage sustained 
in Texas, Puerto Rico, Cuba, US Virgin Islands, and more.  Presbyterian Disaster Assistance [PDA] has been in constant 
communication with affected communities, distributing emergency grants and deploying Response Team members.  Our 
donations will enable PDA to give even more long term assistance. 
 

ADDICTION 
 CityReach Church Hope Homes provide a place of hope and freedom for people dealing with life-controlling issues 
or desperate situations. With concentrations on spiritual discipleship and life disciplines reinforced by prayer, bible study, 
volunteerism and work programs, men and women are held accountable and encouraged to reach their full potential in a 
faith-filled, family-style atmosphere. Our donations will help support the CityReach Hope Homes for men and women in 
Cumberland.  
 Hope Against Heroin is a local faith-based organization whose ministry is based on the recognition that addiction is 
a chronic and progressive disease, which deeply impacts not only the addict but the entire family and community. They 
strive to guide each individual including their family in the recovery process, with the goal of living life to its full potential-
free from addiction. In partnership with other organizations and churches in the community, they strive to give hope to the 
hopeless, educate the community about addiction, offer resources, and provide a safe, happy environment for children in 
the community. Our contributions will help support their efforts to accomplish these goals through events they have 
planned for the community's children, an annual march and vigil to raise awareness and efforts to support more locally-
based treatment options.       
 

EDUCATION 
 Ihanktonwan Learning Camp in South Dakota is one of our partnerships. An ecumenical, multigenerational group, led 
by Robin Bissell, has shared the joy of learning with Dakota children to encourage them to keep learning.  It costs 
volunteers approximately $825.00 to spend this worthwhile week with the children.  The experience for the volunteers, and 
the children, is priceless. 
 Presbyterian Education Board (PEB) of Pakistan’s mission is to improve Pakistan through quality education. We are 
currently supporting seven students.  Their ambitions range from becoming a lawyer, doctor, software engineer, banker, and 
teacher.  Receiving a scholarship of approximately $60/month means that students can continue their education, 
accomplish their goals, and become productive citizens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



REASON FOR THE SEASON GIVING FORM 

 
Name:______________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________________ 

 
Please make your total amount payable to “First Presbyterian Church”, marked “Reason for the Season”. 

 

MAASAI tribes in southeastern KENYA  $______________________ 

Hurricane Harvey, Irma, and Maria Relief (PDA) $______________________ 

CityReach Church Hope Homes   $______________________ 

Hope Against Heroin     $______________________ 

Presbyterian Ed. Bd. (Pakistan) scholarships  $______________________ 

Ihanktonwan Learning Camp    $______________________ 

OTHER __________________________  $______________________ 

                       Total     $____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Your Answer to….  
“What’s For Dinner?” 

 
First Presbyterian Church is selling homemade soups and  
rolls to help fund the 9th Annual Mission Trip to South 

Dakota. 
Will you please consider buying some? 

Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone:_________________________________________________________ 
 

  # of  

Quarts 

 

X  $9 

# of 

Pints 

 

X  $5 

Cap 
Rolls 

x $1 

 for 2 

Mike’s 
Rolls 

x $2 

for 2 

Total $ 

Owed 

Beef Stew          

White Chicken Chili          

Traditional Red Chili          

Chicken and Wild Rice Soup          

Vegetarian Vegetable Soup          

Potato Bacon Soup          

Caporales Rolls 2 for $1          

Mike’s Limited Edition Rolls          

TOTAL          

 

Please pay for and pick up your soups, chili, and stews 
 on Sunday, January 21st after worship from 12:15-1:00 PM. 

 

Please place your order by Monday, January 15, 2018. 
 

Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church and write “Dakota” on the memo line. 

 
 


