
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY APRIL 29, 2018 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 
 

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 
 

11:00 AM                                            RINGING OF THE BELL  

 

OPENING VOLUNTARY                      PRELUDE ON HYFRYDOL  SIMON PEBERDY 
BRYAN LOHR, ORGAN 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! 
 

CHORAL INTROIT                                      A FESTIVE INTRADA  CYNTHIA DOBRINSKI  
THE JOYBELLS 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP  
The Lord is risen! Alleluia! 
Alleluia! The Lord is risen indeed! 
Beloved, let us love one another.  
We love because God first loved us.  
Let us worship God.  
 

* HYMN #366                                   LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVES EXCELLING “HYFRYDOL” 
   

 CALL TO CONFESSION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Season of 
Easter lasts 50 
days, beginning on 
Resurrection 
Sunday and ending 
on Pentecost 
Sunday. Easter 
includes the period 
of time after Jesus’ 
death and 
resurrection and 
before the coming 
of the Holy Spirit 
and the birth of the 
church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   

God of all hope and joy, we confess 
that we continue to live in fear.  
You make us branches of your vine, 
but we fail to abide in you.  
You extend your promise to all, 
yet we seek to cut off and exclude.  
Forgive us, God of grace. 
Sanctify us in your perfect love, 
the love that casts out all fear, 
so that we may truly love one another; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord... 

 

 (Silence for personal prayer and reflection.) 
 

KYRIE #579                                             LORD, HAVE MERCY “ORTHODOX ” 
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison.  
Christe eleison, Christe eleison, Christe eleison.  
Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison, Kyrie eleison. 

 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE   
 
 

* RESPONSE #582  GLORY TO GOD, WHOSE GOODNESS SHINES ON ME  “GLORY TO GOD” 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,  
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me, 
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.   
 

World without end, without end. Amen.  
World without end, without end. Amen. 
World without end, without end. Amen. 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.   

 
* PASSING OF THE PEACE  

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

(Please greet one another with signs of peace.) 
 

A TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES 
 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

 

FIRST READING                                         1 JOHN 4:7-21 PEW BIBLE, NT, P. 226 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Passing the peace 
is a tradition 
rooted in Scripture 
that embodies our 
identity as 
peacemakers and 
trains our hearts, 
hands, and 
tongues in the 
ways of peace. It is 
not intended to be 
an interruption of 
the service for 
social conversation 
but an integral 
part of the service 
where we greet 
one another as 
reconciled people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANTHEM                                          CHRIST IS THE VINE    JAMES BIERY  
THE SANCTUARY CHOIR AND BRENDA LUGER, FLUTE 

Christ is the vine, we are the branches; growing in unity with each new strand. 
Christ is the vine, we are the branches; nurtured and pruned by the vinegrower’s hand. 

 
The vine which God is tending is bursting with new life; 

Its reach is never-ending, while pruned with sharpest knife. 
It stretched to the sunshine with yearning born of need, 

and bears good fruit for new wind, love born from tiny seed. 
 

The vine was born in darkness, and from the earth it grew; 
A rose, pure in the darkness, caressed by Spirit dew. 

As Mosses once saw branches with holy brightness glow, 
we see our spreading branches through all creation grow. 

 
And we who twine together are rooted in the vine. 

With love in Christ we gather to share the bread and wine. 
In Christ we are abiding.  We grow within God’s care, 

and spread this joyful tiding to people everywhere. 

 
SECOND READING                                         JOHN 15:1-8 PEW BIBLE, NT, P. 103 
 

SERMON  REV. CAROLINE M. KELLY 

 

RESPONDING TO AND SEALING THE WORD 
 

* HYMN #285                            LIKE THE MURMUR OF THE DOVE’S SONG  “BRIDEGROOM” 
 

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
O Lord our God, we give you thanks for the new life you raise up in us  
through the mystery of our baptism — the sorrow of the heavy cross, 
the surprise of the empty tomb, the love that death could not destroy.  
By the power of your Holy Spirit, poured out upon us in baptism,  
fill us with the joy of resurrection, so that we may be a living sign  
of your new heaven and new earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS BRIDGET AND MIRANDA FORBES 
 

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, CONCLUDING WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Letters of John 
and the Gospel of 
John share a 
distinctive literary 
style and way of 
thinking and talking 
about Jesus and the 
Christian life. 
Whether they were 
written by the 
same author to the 
same community 
or not, usually they 
are read and 
studied as a group.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.), 
membership is 
considered a joy 
and a privilege. It is 
also a commitment 
to participate in 
Christ’s mission, 
bearing witness to 
God’s love and 
grace and 
promising to be 
involved 
responsibly in the 
ministry of Christ’s 
Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

RECOGNITION OF THE JOYBELLS 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  
 

MUSICAL OFFERING                       CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY  ARR. DOUGLAS E. WAGNER  
THE JOYBELLS 

 

* AT THE PRESENTATION         PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW “LASST UNS ERFREUEN”  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures high and low; 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 
Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

              

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
  

BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 
 

* HYMN #836                                      ABIDE WITH ME  “EVENTIDE” 
 

 CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

* SUNG BENEDICTION #306     BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS DENNIS 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.  
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

* CLOSING VOLUNTARY   CARILLON DE WESTMINSTER FROM PIÈCES DE FANTAISIE      LOUIS VIERNE 

BRYAN LOHR, ORGAN 
 
 

 
This Morning’s Worship Leaders 

 

Preacher…………………………………………………………………………………………………………................................….Rev. Caroline Kelly 
Liturgist………………………………..……………………………………………......................................................................Janet Hendershot 
Director of Music Ministries................................................................... .....................................................................Bryan Lohr 
The JoyBells Director...............................................................................................................................................Julie Courtney 
Musicians...........................................................................................................................The Sanctuary Choir and The JoyBells 
Sound Technician …………………………………………………………………………………………...........................…..............Joe Aurigemma 
Ushers.......................................................................................................................................Dale Corley and Rolfe Singerman 
 
The Session has called a SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION today, for the purpose of hearing and acting 
on a recommendation from the Congregational Nominating Committee to fill an unexpired term in the session class of 
2020. Members are asked and visitors are invited to stay for this important piece of business. 
 
 

http://wwwfacebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hand bell 
choir, The 
“JoyBells” has 
been ringing in 
worship since 
1982 and has been 
faithfully directed 
by Julie Courtney 
for all 36 years. 
Played in honor of 
their ministry, the 
Closing Voluntary 
is based on the 
Westminster 
Chimes played on 
the Clock Tower in 
London since 
1858. 

* When this symbol precedes an element of the service, please rise in body or spirit. 
 Please join in reading or singing those parts of the service printed in bold. 

 

   

mailto:http://www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland?subject=First%20Presbyterian%20Church


GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS: We are glad you found your way to First Presbyterian Church of Cumberland. For more 
information about opportunities to worship, learn and serve with us, we encourage you to visit the table outside the church 
office. You can also learn more about us at www.fpc-cumberland.org and www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland. 
Childcare is provided in the nursery. An usher will be glad to direct you there. 
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: While we do provide a nursery for young children, we also welcome you to bring your child 
with you to worship. We have "worship bags" in the back of the sanctuary that include materials for drawing and coloring, as 
well as Bible stories and Bible word-find games. After the Time for Young Disciples, children may go to the nursery for a 
Bible lesson or remain in the sanctuary. Our "Young Children in Worship" pew card contains information about why young 
children should be encouraged to come to worship and how parents and others can engage them more fully in worship. 
 

THE PRAY-GROUND is a special space in the sanctuary for our youngest children and their families. All families are 
welcome to come and sit in the right front pews with their children seated on the rug. This front row seat will allow God’s 
youngest children to participate in the service in a place where they can see and hear best. There will be activities provided 
so that their little hands are kept busy while participating in worship. “Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little children come to 
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it’” (Mark 10:14-15). 
 

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please locate and sign the red pad in your pew, tear off the sheet and place it in the collection plate 
during the offering. This important practice allows us to be mindful of new folks and long-time members as well, and is a 
good way to learn (or remember) the names of those with whom you are seated. If you are a first-time visitor, please fill out 
the “Welcome to First Presbyterian Church” card in the pew rack and put it in the offering plate when it comes by 
during the service.  
 

PERSONAL LISTENING DEVICES: (amplifiers) are available in the back of the church for use during worship. Please see 
an usher for assistance. 
 

WORSHIP BROADCASTS ON YOUTUBE:  To view worship services live or to view taped worship services, go to 
www.youtube.com (First Presbyterian Church of Cumberland Live Stream) or go to our website http://www.fpc-
cumberland.org/ and click on “click here to view our worship service” located at the bottom of the home page. 
         

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: Please contact Michael Levitas or the church office if you would like to sponsor flowers for a 
special occasion like a birthday or anniversary or in memory or honor of someone. You may specify live or silk flowers. 
Silk flower money will be directed to the Special Ministries Fund. 
 
YOUNG ARTISTS’ BENEFIT CONCERT: The Cumberland Music and Arts Club invites you to the 18th Young Artists' 
Benefit Concert featuring outstanding vocal and instrumental students grades 8-12 of the Tri-State Area on Sunday, May 6, 
2018 3:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Church, LaVale.   
 

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 
RULING ELDERS: AGNES YOUNT & PAM JAN 

 

ANNUAL GIVING YEAR-TO-DATE:                  as of April 22, 2018 
Total 2018 Pledges Promised                                      $222,725.00 
Pre-paid pledges                                                          $  11,275.00 
2018 Pledge Balance Promised                                    $211,450.00 
Pledge Balance Received Year-to-Date  $  62,686.00 
Pledge Balance Promised Year-to-Date                 $  63,834.00 
Over/(Under)                                                            $ ( 1,147.00) 
 

SUNDAY ATTENDANCE 
April 23, 2017  April 22, 2018 
 78 80 

 

http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/
http://www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/
http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/


MISSION 
RULING ELDERS: JUDY STERN & PHIL MILLS 

 

PENTECOST OFFERING: The Pentecost Offering will be taken on May 20, 2018. 25% goes to Young Adult Volunteer 
(YAV) experience, is a faith-based year of service for young adults (19-30) in 22 sites around the world and in the United 
States. YAVs accompany local agencies working to address root causes of poverty and reconciliation while exploring the 
meaning and motivation of their faith in community with peers and mentors. Your gifts to the Offering will help this 
ministry: 

 Train and equip volunteers to engage in mission at more than 20 sites in the U.S. and around the world. 
 

 Reduce barriers to serve by providing assistance with student loan debt, medical insurance, and a simple living 
stipend. 
 

 Provide additional funding to ensure all young adults have the opportunity to participate. 
 

 Provide funds for retreats, orientation events, and counseling to help YAVs discern God’s call. 
 

WORSHIP & MUSIC 
RULING ELDERS: CAROLYN MATHEWS & DAVID STICKLER 

 
SAVE-THE-DATES: May 13, 2018- Recognition of High School Seniors 
  Marisa Aurigemma, Ben Fiscus, and Addison Stroup 
 
  May 20, 2018- Pentecost: Wear red! 
   Ordination/Installation of the Session Class of 2021: 
   Laura Fiscus, Josh Gilhart, Aaron Hendrickson, and Agnes Yount 
 

    

THE SESSION 
 
 

Class of 2018: Carl Belt, Carolyn Mathews, Judy Stern, and Agnes Yount 
 

Class of 2019: Shirley Giarritta, Gary Hendrickson, Phil Mills, and David Stickler 
 

Class of 2020: Chelsea Boor, Jeff Getty, Pam Jan, and Joe Weaver 
 

Clerk of Session..............................................................................................................................................................Jeff Getty 
Moderator................................................……………......……....................................................................................Caroline Kelly 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 
  

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we worship God and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by loving our neighbors and 
promoting peacemaking, justice and care of the earth. 
 
 

VISION STATEMENT  
 

We strive to be a community grounded in the good news of God’s love in Christ where all of God’s children are:  
 Welcomed and cherished 
 Called to worship, learn and grow together in faith, and  
 Sent to share God’s love and justice with a broken and hurting world.   

   

  Adopted by the Session on September 17, 2015 
 

 

 



 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK: 
  

MONDAY, APRIL (30) 
   9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 
 

TUESDAY, MAY (1) 
   9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN 
 5:30 PM WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETING IN THE PARLOR  
 6:30 PM MISSION MEETING IN THE PARLOR 
 7:00PM  BUILDINGS & GROUNDS MEETING IN THE CHAPEL 
       

WEDNESDAY, MAY (2) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN  
 10:30 AM STAFF MEETING IN THE PASTOR’S OFFICE 
   6:00 PM  COVENANT BIBLE STUDY III IN THE MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM 
 7:00 PM N.A. GROUP MEETING IN THE HERITAGE ROOM 
 7:30 PM SANCTUARY CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 

THURSDAY, MAY (3) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN   
    

FRIDAY, MAY (4) 
 9:00 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN BY OFFICE VOLUNTEER UNTIL NOON 
  

SATURDAY, MAY (5) 
 6:00 PM N.A. GROUP MEETING IN THE HERITAGE ROOM  
 

SUNDAY, MAY (6)   
 9:45AM ADULT BIBLE STUDY & 2-5 YEAR OLD CLASS: AN ILLUSTRATED COMPASSION 
 11:00AM SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT: HOLY COMMUNION 
 12:00 PM FIRST SUNDAY FOOD & FELLOWSHIP 

 


