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A Message from the Clerk of Session
Welcome to the Fall Season activities at the First Presbyterian Church of
Cumberland. As you are aware, there will be new classes offered by the
Faith Formation Committee. The Faith Formation Committee is offering
“Apostles’ Creed Study” beginning at 6:00 P.M. Thursday, September 30,
2021, and continuing through November 4, 2021.

Unlike previous years, Heritage Days will be observed September 11 and 12,
2021. September 12, 2021, also marks the return to 11:00 A.M. services at the
church. Please be reminded that the September 12, 2021, Fall Kick Off
Worship and Picnic service will be held at the White Pines pavilion at Rocky
Gap State Park and that the service will begin at 11:00 A.M. Please
remember to bring a folding chair and lunch.

At the September 12, 2021 service, the Faith formation Committee will be
holding a “Blessing of the Backpacks.” In conjunction with the “Blessing of
the Backpacks,” the Faith Formation Committee in collaboration with the
Mission Committee has identified the Cumberland YMCA’s “At Risk After
School” as an opportunity to help students. The Faith Formation Committee
“…encourages you to give towards this good cause to help feed the children
of our community.”

B uilding and G rounds announced that he furnaces are in place and
operational and that the windows in the back wall are finished. T he
commi ee reminds everyone to close fire doors and turn off air conditioners
when leaving.

The Steering Cabinet of the Presbytery of Baltimore “…adopted re-
instituting the use of masks in worship and indoor gatherings for all our
congregations, entities, and worshiping communities regardless of county.
Whether vaccinated or unvaccinated, this policy protects the most
vulnerable – the immune compromised and children under 12 years of age.
It especially protects the unvaccinated since the Delta variant can be spread
by those who have received the vaccine. With the concurrence of the
Personnel and Administration committees, staff can attend and may also
preach if available, in churches who adhere to this practice of masks in
worship.”
 
Last, but not least, let us say a fond farewell to Rev. Dr. Walt Peters, who has
provided us with such excellent and thoughtful sermons, and a warm
welcome to Rev. Alison Peters, who will become our pastor officially on
September 13, 2021. A Thank You Celebration was held for Rev. Peters after
the September 5, 2021, morning service by the Congregational Care and
Outreach Committee. While we have patiently awaited the appointment of a
new pastor, it is the Pastor Nominating Committee, which deserves our
praise and congratulations for a task well done.
 
David Stickler, Clerk

O U R  FA L L  W O R S H I P  S C H E D U L E



B E G I N S  this S unday, S eptember
12th with our F all K ick-off at R ocky
G ap S tate Park in the W hite P ines
Pavilion. W orship begins at 11:00
AM during the fall months.

COVID-19 UPDATE

As a directive from the Presbytery:

F or the time being, mask will now
be R E Q U I R E D  at all church
functions regardless of vaccination
status.

Nurture

Joys and Concerns

September Birthdays
Betty Lange 1-Sep

Tim Workmeister 8-Sep
Amy Workman 9-Sep



Jim Williams 12-Sep
Penny Campbell 14-Sep
Robert Gamble 17-Sep
Ernie Casseday 21-Sep

Betty Luger 21-Sep
Elva Berry 22-Sep

Aaron Hendrickson 24-Sep
Carol Morgan 25-Sep
Cindy Corley 30-Sep

S ympathy and prayers to G erogene
M cK enzie and family on the death of
Georgene’s sister, Arbutus Barr.

Sympathy and prayers to the family of Ray
Yount on his death on Saturday, August
28th.

Learn & Grown

Blessing of the Backpacks

D uring our F all K ick-O ff this S unday, we will be
holding a “B lessing of the B ackpacks.” T his
blessing is for all those students, teachers,
parents, and anyone resuming their hectic
schedules this fall. We look forward to seeing
you there!
I n conjunction with this blessing, we have
reached out to the M ission commi ee to discuss
opportunities in the community to help students.
T he C umberland Y M C A  is organizing a new
program, At R isk A fter S chool, which offers an
afterschool meal for children who qualify for
reduced lunches in the A llegany C ounty S chool S ystem. C urrently, 30 to 35
children participate in this program and meals are offered five days a week.

T he F aith F ormation C ommi ee would like to encourage you to give
towards this good cause to help feed the children of our community.
D onations may be placed in the offering plate in an envelope marked “At
R isk A fter S chool” or mailed into the church. Please make any checks out to
F irst P resbyterian C hurch C umberland, M D  with a note of: At R isk A fter
School YMCA.

1 J ohn 3:18 says “D ear C hildren, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.” We hope you will take the time to give to this
worthy cause today.



Apostles' Creed Study

B eginning on T hursday, S eptember 30th at 6:00 P M and continuing each
T hursday E vening though N ovember 4th, join us as we explore the A postle's
Creed.
 
T his study introduces the creed by discussing the meaning of its phrases. T o
recognize what the phrases mean and ways they have been understood in
our R eformed theological tradition is to move more deeply into our faith.
T he creed's meanings can strengthen our understanding, deepen our
devotion, and give a vision for C hristian living and action in the church and
the world.
 
C urrently, we intend to offer this class in person and virtually through
Z O O M  for those who wish to join from home. H owever, we will continue
monitoring the spread of the D elta variant and may switch to an entirely
virtual class if necessary.
 
Please respond to B ri any J ackson to sign up for this class. Participant
guides will be distributed at least one week before the start date.

Opportunities to Serve



It is that time of year when we in the congregation contribute to The Peace
and Global Witness  Offering. Here is some information about this offering
which is one of four special offerings of our denomination.               
 
The Peace & Global Witness Offering draws Presbyterians together, and
provides education and exposure to those who show us how to do
peacemaking well. It allows us to create resources for dealing with conflict
and provide nurturing reconciliation, and stand in support of our global
sisters and brothers, because the peace of Christ belongs to people
everywhere.
 
A gift to this Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of injustice across the world. Individual congregations
are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the
global witness of Christ's peace. Our portion of the monies collected will go
to help support the Family Crisis Resource Center here in Cumberland.
Maryland. Our Baltimore Presbytery retains an additional 25% for ministries
of peace and reconciliation. This has been used for Dismantling Racism
training in recent years. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian
Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence,
including our own, through collaborative projects of education and
Christian witness. 

Please consider giving generously to this Offering on World Communion
Sunday, October 3, 2021. On your check, write to First Presbyterian Church,
and in the memo line, write Special Offering. 

Worship with Us

Join us for our Fall Kick-off Worship & Picnic!

Please join us –rain or shine – this S unday, S eptember 12th at 11:00 A M
under the W hite P ine pavilion at R ocky G ap S tate Park to kick off our fall
worship services followed by our congregational picnic. T he W hite P ine
Pavilion is on the left on Pleasant Valley R oad right after the li le white
M ethodist church. T he pavilion is accessible and restrooms are nearby.
D ress for the weather, especially if rain or autumn temperatures are in the
forecast. 



 
Things to bring: a chair and your own lunch.
 
There are only picnic benches at the pavilion so for your comfort you may
want your own chair with back support due to the unpredictable nature of
Covid-19 we don’t feel comfortable sharing a buffet so bring what you want
to eat for lunch and our Congregational Care & Outreach Committee will
provide individual bags of chips, individually wrapped Debbie cakes, and
canned/bottled drinks to round out the meal.
A fter our worship service, the D odge’s will perform and there will be G iant
B owling, C orn hole and H ula H oops for kids and kids at heart! We hope to
see all of you there! 

Upcoming Community Events

Heritage Days 2021

Thursday, September 9th-
Sunday, September 12th

Save the Date



Save the date - the upcoming "Too Toxic to Trash" collection event, hosted
by the Allegany County Recycling Office, will provide a way to get rid of
any household hazardous waste you’ve been holding on to.

The event will take place on Saturday, October 9th, 2021 from 9:00 AM to
2:00 PM at the Allegany County Fairgrounds (11490 Moss Avenue in
Cumberland), and will provide free disposal of common household wastes
requiring special disposal. This includes common items from your house
such as left-over gasoline, oil, fluids, automotive batteries, chemicals,
cleaners, pesticides/herbicides, glues & adhesives. 

It is important that all materials be brought in their original containers - do
not mix or consolidate any products. 



 
Additionally, paint will be accepted for recycling for a fee of $3 per container
(payment will be accepted on-site). Only Latex paint in its original container
with the OEM label will be accepted.  Sizes accepted are a quart, 1-gallon or
5-gallon buckets. 
 
For more details, please visit https://gov.allconet.org/1639/Too-Toxic-To-
Trash-Event


