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A Note from the Pastor
Dear Friends,

As I drive up my driveway, I notice something that I would not have
expected - the leaves have already begun to change colors. They start slowly
with just a few branches on the edges at a time, but soon changed leaves
will find their way across the entire expanse of the forest before they
inevitably fall off to prepare for the next season.

While fall is one of my favorite times of the year, I do not always get to sit
back and enjoy the small gifts of color and constant changes that it brings. I
am often busy getting things going, trying to get my schedule under control
and miss some of the gentle reminders of the beauty all around us. It can be
difficult to notice what is really going on.

I get bogged down by my to-do list and all the logistics that come with
kicking things off and beginning programs. Not to mention all the regular
duties and the planning for the months to come. It can get overwhelming if



we try to take on too much at a time. But we have entered a new season at
First Presbyterian and my heart is telling me to be more like the trees in the
forest. Allowing the process of change to go slowly and without pressure.

Maybe we need to take a lesson from nature, and slow ourselves down a bit.
Slow is not a comfortable speed for many of us because we are so used to
getting things done right away. We do not want to wait, we need it and we
need it now. We continue to be in a new season - a season of discernment
and discernment is best done slowly. Our work is only just
beginning, and it doesn’t happen all at once. While it may seem
overwhelming right now, with proper time and strong teamwork, we will
work together to move our congregation in the right direction.

In this next season I want to encourage all of us to pay attention to what God
is doing:

How are the leaves of our ministry changing color, little by little?
How is God calling each of us to move forward?
How can we remain strong and united to learn together what is to
come?

I look forward to figuring this out together!

Peace and Joy,
Pastor Alison

A Note from the Clerk
September Session Committee Highlights

O ur standing commi ees are all deep into the work of the church. T he new
home of our library is one project that is well underway to completion. T he
new windows, ceiling tiles, flooring and freshly painted walls have made a
big improvement to a 2nd floor classroom. N ew window treatments are on
order and old books have been sorted – some kept, some recycled and some
passed along to other places where they will be appreciated.

T he 2023 S tewardship C ampaign will kick off on O ctober 16th. I  encourage
each of you to look forward to reading through the narrative budget and
listen to the weekly presenters as they share ways that G od keeps his word
in the work of this congregation. P salm 33 verse 4 is the theme for the
campaign. “F or the word of the L ord is right and true; H e is faithful in all H e
does.” C onsecration S unday will be N ovember 13th. Please keep the
stewardship campaign in your prayers as you consider your annual giving.
 
T he church sign frame on the hill at the front entrance has been in a work
shop for several months being brought back to its original shine and
detail. D id you know that a small cross that lights up is at the apex of the
sign? T hose in the know say it hasn’t work for decades but will be wired
into glowing again when the refinished frame is put back in its place
sometime soon.

I f you have a talent and interest for public relations, we are looking to
enhance our advertising and outreach to the broader community. G e ing the



word out about activities, worship, special events and opportunities for
development of faith has gone far beyond the occasional newspaper article
or radio calendar of events promotion that was the old way to be seen and
heard in the community. S peak to a member of S ession if you are interested
in being on our PR team.
Session is considering a proposal to purchase a van for church transportation
purposes. A s part of the consideration, the commi ees will keep notes on
when they would have made use of a van in the conduct of their business.
With the gathered data, Session will revisit the proposal next fall.

“Autumn leaves don’t fall, they fly. T hey take their time and wander on this
their only chance to soar.” - Delia Owens author of Where the Crawdads Sing

Enjoying all things fall,

Carolyn Mathew, Clerk
 

Nurture

2023 Stewardship Campaign

“For the word of the LORD is right and true;
He is faithful in all He does.”

-Psalm 34:4



God keeps his word to all of us because we are so deeply loved, and his love
never fails. Our theme for the 2023 Stewardship Campaign is going to focus
on Psalm 33:4 – “For the word of the Lord is right and true; He is faithful in
all He does.” Everything that God does is dependable. Whatever the Lord
does exhibits his unfailing care. We may trust Him to orchestrate all the
events in our lives for our good and His glory.

During this Stewardship season, we will be asked to put our treasures into
the Lord’s hands by making a pledge. By sharing these resources, we will
once again be giving our church the tools to plan and carry out the Lord’s
will. As we embark on this new journey, we would like to challenge you to
consider where your heart rests and follow the journey of tithing by
increasing your pledge.

On behalf of the stewardship committee and session, we would like to thank
you for your past ministry of giving and ask that you again prayerfully
reflect on the financial support that you may provide in 2023. Your pledges
represent the largest component of the church’s budget. With your support,
through your pledges, we can plan our priorities for both our ministry and
mission.

God keeps his promises to us because we are so deeply loved. We need to
keep our promise to him.

“For the word of the LORD is right and true; He is faithful in all He
does.” Thank you.
 
-- Your Stewardship Campaign Committee

Joys and Concerns

October Birthdays

Rick Bissell 7-Oct
Josh Gilhart 7-Oct

Miranda Kellermeyer 15-Oct
Bob Courtney 19-Oct

Charlene Lelinski 20-Oct
Carlotta Shaffer 24-Oct
Nadene Stroup 24-Oct
Sharon Squires 28-Oct



Trunk or Treat
First Presbyterian Church Parking Lot

Saturday, October29th
10:30 AM-12:30 PM

Join us on Saturday, October 29th from 10:30 AM-12:30 PM in the parking
lot of First Presbyterian Church for our Trunk or Treat event!

Trunk or Treat Participation: If you would like to set up a car in the parking
lot and participate in the event, please contact Mikayla Dodge so that she
can add your name to the vehicle list.

Candy Donations: If you would like to donate candy for the event, feel free
to drop all candy donations off to the church office by Wednesday, October
26th.

Learn and Grow



Adult Sunday School
Sunday Mornings at 10:00 AM

J oin us on S unday mornings at 10:00 A M  as we explore the P salms and other
lectionary scriptures together in our weekly adult S unday S chool program.
L earn, grow, and develop relationships with your sisters and brothers in
Christ.

Weekend Retreat
Friday, October 7th & Saturday, October 8th



Emmanuel Epsicopal Church
Join Dr. Rasann Catalano to learn more about the book of Job.

The Franciscan Way Study
Thursday Evenings at 5:30PM
October 13th-November 17th

Join Rev. Martha McGill & Rev. Alison Peters on Thursday evenings at 5:30 PM (October
13th-November 17th) in the Gathering Place at First Presbyterian Church for this 6 week
study to learn more about spiritual practices for living with hope I a troubled world

Click here to RSVP for the Weekend
Retreat or the Franciscan Way Study.

Opportunities to Serve

Putting A Face On Mission

The news has reported much about the devastating floods in Pakistan, the
destructive war in Ukraine, and to a lesser extent the long drought in
Lesotho, Africa.

First Presbyterian is blessed to have connections to active missions in each
of these places. We look for continued communication with a mission when
we decide to support them.  What better way to have an active relationship
than to get to know the people directly involved? 

In October,we will hear firsthand about the conditions and needs in these
countries mentioned.     

On Sunday, October 9th, REV. ROBERT GAMBLE, former interim pastor
and founder of "The Child Here" in Ukraine, will update us on the conflict
in Ukraine, and explain how our donations are helping.

On Sunday, October 23rd, LYNN MINDERMAN will give the sermon on
Mission Sunday about her work at Q Mountain, Lesotho where we sponsor
several high school students. Members of the Mission Committee will
participate in the service also.

The passion, commitment, and faith of these friends of our congregation is
inspiring. We hope you will join us in welcoming them in person or
virtually.

Linda Smith
Mission Committee

http://www.fpc-cumberland.org/learn_grow/educational_opportunities/
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