FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

11 WASHINGTON STREET CUMBERLAND, MD 21502

JUNE 4, 2023 11:00 AM
OPENING VOLUNTARY SPECIAL MUSIC

RACHEL KURTZ
10:00 AM CHIMING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
INTROIT SPECIAL MUSIC

RACHEL KURTZ

* CALL TO WORSHIP & PRAYER FOR THE DAY
Blessed be the one Holy and living God
Blessed be God forever
Blessed be the Creator of heaven and earth
Blessed be God forever
Blessed be the Christ, child of the Holy One
Blessed be God forever
Blessed be the Spirit, enlightening all life
Blessed be God forever

Let us pray -
O Hidden, Eternal, and Self-giving God, who became human for our salvation: Open our minds, liberate our hearts,

and strengthen our souls, that we may live into the fullness of your desires for us; in the name of the Creator, the
Word, and the Spirit. Amen.

*HYMN [ SAW THE LIGHT

[ wandered so aimless, life filled with sin Just like a blind man, [ wandered along
I wouldn't let my dear Savior in Worries and fears [ claimed for my own
Then Jesus came like a stranger in the night Then like the blind man that God gave back his sight
Praise the Lord, I saw the light Praise the Lord, I saw the light (Refrain)

Refrain: | saw the light, I saw the light I was a fool to wander and stray

No more darkness, no more night For straight is the gate and narrow's the way

Now I'm so happy, no sorrow in sight Now I have traded the wrong for the right

Praise the Lord, I saw the light Praise the Lord, I saw the light (Refrain)

CALL TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Triune God, You gather, protect, and care for us, your beloved, through Word and Spirit. This you have done from
the beginning of the world and will do to the end. Have mercy upon us and forgive us for sinning against you.
We have not loved one another as we should, we have not sown the seeds of gospel hope, we have not been present
in our worship. Restore us, Lord.
May we give ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another, that we may truly share one
faith, have one calling, And be of one soul and one mind for the sake of your son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(Silence for personal prayer and reflection.)

RESPONSE #288 SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD “LIVING GOD”
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.
Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me.
Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PASSING OF THE PEACE AND CELEBRATING OUR COMMUNITY
Please stand and greet those in the pews near you. Send a wave to the camera for those joining online.
We recognize how important we are to each other; we belong to each other and are stronger together.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST READING PSALM 8:1-9
'O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth! You have set your glory above the heavens.
2 Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because of your foes,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.
3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established;
*what are humans that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care for them?
>Yet you have made them a little lower than God and crowned them with glory and honor.
®You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all things under their feet,
"all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
Sthe birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
?O LORD, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!

SECOND READING GENESIS 1:1-2:4A
1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, ? the earth was complete chaos, and darkness covered the face of
the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. > Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was
light. * And God saw that the light was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light Day,
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
® And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” ”So God
made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it
was s0. *God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it
was s0. °God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it
was good. ' Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth
that bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. ' The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. > And there was evening and
there was morning, the third day.
" And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be for signs
and for seasons and for days and years, ' and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And
it was so. '* God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the
stars. 7 God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, ® to rule over the day and over the night, and
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. ' And there was evening and there was morning,
the fourth day.
2 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome
of the sky.” 2! So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. ?> God blessed them, saying, “Be
fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” > And there was evening and
there was morning, the fifth day.



2 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of
the earth of every kind.” And it was so. ¥ God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every
kind and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

%Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.

B God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.” ? God said,
“See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit;
you shall have them for food. > And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that creeps
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. >! God saw
everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. > On the sixth day God finished the work that he
had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. *>So God blessed the seventh day and
hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation.

*These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens,

MESSAGE RACHEL KURTZ

*HYMN ONLY BY OUR LONESOME BY NATE CRARY
We confess that we cannot do it all Only by our lonesome, Only by our lonesome
There is space between where we put a wall Only by our lonesome, Only by our lonesome
Won’t you knock down all the walls That we built stable?
Tip them over and restore them
To sturdy dinner tables

We confess that we cannot free ourselves Only by our lonesome, Only by our lonesome

And despite our best we get overwhelmed Only by our lonesome, Only by our lonesome

We confess that we cannot find our way Only by our lonesome, Only by our lonesome

Please forgive our sins, Re-ignite our flame Only by our lonesome, Only by our lonesome

INVITATION TO OFFERING
(Please place all tithes and offerings as well as any orange prayer request cards in the offering plate.)
OFFERTORY ANTHEM SPECIAL MUSIC
RACHEL KURTZ
*DOXOLOGY #607 PRAISE GOD, FROM WHOM ALL BLESSING FLOW “OLD HUNDREDTH”

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
You are invited to come forward and receive the elements. Return to your seats and we will partake in them together.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Welcoming God, thank you for your constant invitation to this table. May we who have found a place here be sent to
gather more. Give us strength and energy to spread the good news to all your people. Amen.

* HYMN I'M SO GLAD JESUS LIFTED ME
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me.
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!

Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me.

Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me.

Satan had me bound; Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!

When [ was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When [ was in trouble, Jesus lifted me.
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me,
singin' Glory, Hallelujah, Jesus lifted me!
* BENEDICTION

* RESPONSE AFTER BENEDICTION #306 BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS (Verse 1) “Suo GAN”
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

POSTLUDE IF YOU WANT JOY LET JESUS COME INTO YOUR HEART TRADITIONAL SPIRITUAL
JUDITH BROWN, ORGAN

* When this symbol precedes an element of the service, if you are able, please stand.
Please join in reading or singing those parts of the service printed in bold.

This Morning’s Worship Leaders

GUESE SPEAKET ..vvvivivitierierietietiete ettt ere et et esteseesse st e st essesteseessessassassassassassassassassasssessssesseseesssssesseseessessesaesaessssensennns Rachel Kurtz
LEUT ISt cvvevveeveerieretestestestestestessestesseseessessessessessassassaessesseseessessessessassassassassassesasssesaeseesesssessessassessassassassassassassassanssesens David Stickler
DirectOr Of MUSIC MINSIIES .cviivveerierierietierteeteesteeeeereeereeseeersesseessesserseessesseesseessenseesseessesseseerseessenseenseessenssessessenes Judith Brown
IMIUSICIAN 1 evvevtevtevtestesteetestestetestestestessassastessassessessessassessessassessessessessassa sssessassassessassassassassessassassessessessessessassessessassessessans Rachel Kurtz
AUdio/Video TeChnICIANS. cvvevivviierierieierieriete ettt ettt ereeteereereerebesbeeseesessesebessassessessessassassasens Joe Aurigemma and Eric Ringler
USROS 1ttt ettt ettt ettt e veebe et s st ese e st e st et b essessesees s se s s essessasbessassaeba s esbessaseebesbensenne Mike Levitas and Sharon Squires
OUR STAFF
TeaChINg ELAr/PastOr.. . cuievieviiiriereeriiiriereetetirereetetessetessessesessessassesessessassessessassassesss seseeseesassenseesessessesenns Rev. Alison Peters
Director Of MUSIC MINSETIES ©eevvievieeviieiieriirieiriesteeseeseeseeeseeseeeseessasssesseesssesseessesssessassssssesssssssessessessesssessesssesssessesssanns Judith Brown
Executive AdminiStrative ASSISTATIE. . c..cieriirierieriirierierireereeristeseseseseesaseesessessessesessersesessersessossesssssessososessesenns Brittany Jackson
S EON v etvevtivtereesteetesteseeseessestessessessessessessessessessessessessessesses s ese e s s es s e s s er s e s s e s s ersesses s eR e oA s s s er s eas s e b e ers s s ets besteeteebebestenseereetertas Zach Dodge
SOUNA TOCR,/ SEOUTILY.cvevivveviirierieriereesieteere et ere st s st ese e essereessesseessesseseessessessessessessessessessessessessessessersersersersessersens Joe Aurigemma
AUAIO/ VIO T CIIICIAN ettt ettt et et e et e eeeeaeeeeaeeessaeeesesaeesneessseeessaeeenn seneeesmneeesseeessaaeessneesseees Eric Ringler
MISSION STATEMENT

Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we worship God and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ by loving our neighbors and
promoting peacemaking, justice and care of the earth.

VISION STATEMENT
We strive to be a community grounded in the good news of God’s love in Christ where all of God’s children are:
- Welcomed and cherished
- Called to worship, learn and grow together in faith, and

- Sent to share God’s love and justice with a broken and hurting world.
-Adopted by the Session on September 17, 2015



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

WELCOME: A very warm welcome to everyone who comes to worship with us here at First Presbyterian Church! We are
proud of being a “Big Tent Church” where everyone is welcome to join us in worshiping and serving our Lord, Jesus Christ.
We welcome and encourage worshipers of all races, all women, men, and members of the LGBTQ+ community, all political
parties, and all walks of life. We welcome you to worship with us.

WELCOME VISITORS: We are glad you found your way to First Presbyterian Church of Cumberland. For more information
about opportunities to worship, learn and serve with us, we encourage you to visit the table outside the church office. You can
also learn more about us at www.fpc-cumberland.org and www.facebook.com,/First.Pres.Cumberland.

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: We welcome you to bring your child with you to worship. We have "worship bags" in the back
of the sanctuary that include materials for drawing and coloring, as well as Bible stories and Bible word-find games. Our
"Young Children in Worship" pew card contains information about why young children should be encouraged to come to
worship and how parents and others can engage them more fully in worship. Nursery care is provided during worship for all
children 4 years of age and younger!

THE PRAY-GROUND is a special space in the sanctuary for our youngest children and their families. All families are
welcome to come and sit in the right front pews with their children seated on the rug. This front row seat will allow God’s
youngest children to participate in the service in a place where they can see and hear best. There will be activities provided so
that their little hands are kept busy while participating in worship. “Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the

kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it’”” (Mark 10:14-15).

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please locate and sign the red pad in your pew, tear off the sheet and place it in the collection plate
during the offering. This important practice allows us to be mindful of new folks and long-time members as well, and is a good
way to learn (or remember) the names of those with whom you are seated. If you are visitor, please fill out the “Welcome to
First Presbyterian Church” card in the pew rack and put it in the offering plate when it comes by during the service.

PERSONAL LISTENING DEVICES: (amplifiers) are available in the back of the church for use during worship. Please see

an usher for assistance.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Eugene D.
Munro and Bernice L. Munro, by their family. Please contact Michael Levitas or the church office if you would like to
sponsor flowers for a special occasion like a birthday or anniversary or in memory or honor of someone. You may specify
live or silk flowers. Silk flower money will be directed to the Special Ministries Fund.

SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS: Please use orange prayer request cards in the back of the sanctuary by the bulletins to
share any joys and concerns. Place the card in the offering plate once you have completed your request. The ushers will bring
them to the pastor during the offering.

PASTOR ALISON'S AVAILABILITY: Pastor Alison is available when requested or informed of a need. If you are aware
of someone in need of a visit or phone call, please call or text her to let her know. [Fridays are generally her day off and she will
respond when she is available.] Ways to contact Pastor Alison: call, text, or email: 814-715-
1681 / revalisonpeters@gmail.com To help with scheduling, please reach out to the Church Office:

Brittany Jackson: 301-777-3700 firstpresbyteriansecretary@gmail.com

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
RULING ELDERS: CARL BELT & CINDY CORLEY

ANNUAL GIVING YEAR-TO-DATE: as of May 21, 2023
Total 2023 Pledges Promised $219,970.00
Pre-paid pledges $ 13,282.00
2023 Pledge Balance Promised $206,688.00
Pledge Balance Received Year-to-Date $78,756.00
Pledge Balance Promised Year-to-Date $81,889.00

Over/(Under) $(3,132.00)


mailto:revalisonpeters@gmail.com
mailto:firstpresbyteriansecretary@gmail.com

FAITH FORMATION
RULING ELDERS: ]OSH GILHART & ANN KELLERMEYER

CUMBERLAND AREA VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Where: St. Paul Lutheran in Cumberland
Dates: June 12-15
Time: 5:30 PM - 7:30 PM
Ages: Age 5 through completion of 5th grade

All participating congregations are encouraged to donate the following items for crafts:
e bandaids of all shapes and sizes (2x2, 4x4, gauze) - for making individual first aid kits
magazines of all sorts - for cutting out pictures and gluing or taping to poster boards

boxes of popcorn - to use for a craft
stickers of all kinds!

journals for writing in (all shapes and sizes giving each child a choice) - these can be found online or in
stores like Ollies at very reasonable prices

You can put any such donations in the volunteer office marked VBS (Vacation Bible School). Thank you in advance for
any help you can give. For any questions contact Julie Courtney or Katie Ross.

MISSION
RULING ELDERS: AARON HENDRICKSON & BRENDA LUGER

Mark Your Calendars

& Sunday, June 11, 2023
Following the Service

!

The Mission Committee is sponsoring Sundae Sunday to raise funds for three of

rd l elep" our church family who will be attending the Partnership Conference in the Czech
R J J / Republic in July.

Come join our church family and friends for ice cream sundaes with delicious
toppings! Donations will be accepted. If you would like to donate, but are unable
to attend on the 11™, checks can be places in the offering plate and noted in the
l memo section: Czech Partnership Conference.

SESSION OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

CLERK OF SESSION
Carolyn Mathews

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
Carl Belt & Cindy Corley

BUILDING & GROUNDS
Bob Courtney & Evan Swanger

CONGREGATIONAL CARE & OUTREACH
Mikayla Dodge & Linda Mellon

FAITH FORMATION
Josh Gilhart & Ann Kellermeyer

MISSION
Aaron Hendrickson & Brenda Luger

WORSHIP & MUSIC
Sharon Kazary & Mike Levitas




SUMMER BOOK STUDY

UNCLOBBER BY COLBY MARTIN

June 11th, 18th, 25th
July 16th 23rd, 30th
ZOOM

UnClobber reexamines what the Bible says (and does not say)
about homosexuality in such a way that sheds divine light on
outdated and inaccurate assumptions and interpretations.

Sign up using the QR Code or
Email Firstpresbyteriansecretary@gmail.com

RETHINKING OUR MISUSE OF
THE BIBLE ON HOMOSEXUALITY

3
7

SUMMER BOOK STUDY: UNCLOBBER SIGN UP

Name: Number attending:




WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK:

MONDAY, JUNE (5)
8:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN UNTIL NOON BY OFFICE VOLUNTEER

TUESDAY, JUNE (6)
8:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN

12:30 PM RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
4:15PM COMMUNITY CAFE MEETING
5:45 PM MISSION MEETING
7:00 PM BUILDING & GROUNDS MEETING

WEDNESDAY, JUNE (7)
8:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN
5:15PM WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETING
7:00 PM N.A. GROUP MEETING IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL
7:30 PM SANCTUARY CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, JUNE (8)
8:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN
FRIDAY, JUNE (9)
8:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN
SATURDAY, JUNE (10)

SUNDAY, JUNE (11)
10:00 AM SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY



