FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
11 WASHINGTON STREET CUMBERLAND, MD 21502

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
of Cumberland, MD

Empowered to love, serve, care, and give

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

AUGUST 30, 2026 10:00 AM
GATHERING
10:00 AM CHIMING OF THE HOUR
OPENING VOLUNTARY O THOU WHO HEAREST ATKINSON

JUDITH BROWN, PIANO

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

* CALL TO WORSHIP & PRAYER FOR THE DAY
We sing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recount all of God’s wonderful deeds.
Together in the sanctuary
We join our voices as one.
Through our worship and our lives
We offer ourselves as a community of love.

Let us pray -
Holy God, you invite us into your family of faith as equals. As we join together in worship, give us the strength we need
to follow your ways. Help us to be a community that is rooted and grounded in your good news and great love. Amen.

*HYMN #49 THE GOD OF ABRAHAM PRAISE “LEONI”
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of love, we admit that our love is sometimes forced. Our intentions and actions are sometimes misaligned. Forgive
us for the times when we are slow in response. Forgive us for the times we try to preserve ourselves over our neighbor.
Give us wisdom to live in harmony and check ourselves when we get big heads. Help us to share without expectations
so that we might fulfill your kingdom work. Amen.
(Silence for personal prayer and reflection.)

RESPONSE #423 CREATE IN ME A CLEAN HEART, O GOD “SARADAY”
Create in me a clean heart, O God; create in me a clean heart, O God;
create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

PASSING OF THE PEACE AND CELEBRATING OUR COMMUNITY
Please stand and greet those in the pews near you. Send a wave to the camera for those joining online.
We recognize how important we are to each other; we belong to each other and are stronger together.

THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION



FIRST READING PSALM 26
! Vindicate me, O Lord, for I have walked in my integrity, and I have trusted in the Lord without wavering.
?Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind.
3 For your steadfast love is before my eyes, and I walk in faithfulness to you.
*1 do not sit with the worthless, nor do I consort with hypocrites;
> T hate the company of evildoers and will not sit with the wicked.
¢ I wash my hands in innocence and go around your altar, O Lord,
" singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and telling all your wondrous deeds.
® O Lord, I love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.
? Do not sweep me away with sinners nor my life with the bloodthirsty,
' those in whose hands are evil devices and whose right hands are full of bribes.
" But as for me, [ walk in my integrity; redeem me and be gracious to me.
2 My foot stands on level ground; in the great congregation I will bless the Lord.

SOoLO JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE L. VAN BEETHOVEN, ARR. J. EKLUND
JUDITH BROWN, PIANO

SECOND READING ROMANS 12:9-21

?Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; °love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. ' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord. '* Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction;
persevere in prayer. "’ Contribute to the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

' Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. ** Rejoice with those who rejoice; weep with those who weep.
®Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly;" do not claim to be wiser than you
are. '"Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. **If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. 1 Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God," for it is
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written, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay, says the Lord.” *° Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are
thirsty, give them something to drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” ' Do not be overcome
by evil, but overcome evil with good.

SERMON “LOL” REV. ALISON PETERS
*HYMN #692 SPIRIT, OPEN MY HEART “WILD MOUNTAIN THYME”
RESPONDING TO THE WORD

INVITATION TO OFFERING
(Please place all tithes and offerings as well as any orange or blue prayer request cards in the offering plate.)

OFFERTORY SOLO FILL ME NOw HANSEN AND PEPPIN, ARR. C TORNQUIST
JUDITH BROWN, PIANO

* DOXOLOGY #658 GOD Is SO GOOD (verse 1) “Gob Is So Goop”
God is so good; God is so good; God is so good; God’s so good to me.

* PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE CONCLUDING WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER- Ecumenical Version
(You are welcome to pray the Lord's Prayer with the version most familiar to you.)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

*HYMN# 727 WILL YOU LET ME BE YOUR SERVANT “THE SERVANT SONG”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2012%3A9-21&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28247a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans%2012%3A9-21&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-28250b

* BENEDICTION

* RESPONSE AFTER BENEDICTION #306 BLEST BE THE TIE THAT BINDS (Verse 1) “DENNIS”
At FPC there is a tradition of joining hands while singing “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” to close our service.
You are welcome to do whatever feels comfortable during this time. There is no wrong way to participate in worship!
Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

POSTLUDE GUIDE MY FEET
JUDITH BROWN, PIANO

(As the postlude is offered, please be mindful that the livestream remains active
and that others may wish to remain in prayerful reflection. Thank you for honoring the music and the worship of others.)

* When this symbol precedes an element of the service, if you are able, please stand.
Please join in reading or singing those parts of the service printed in bold.

This Morning’s Worship Leaders

PrEACKET ettt ettt ettt bttt e s et s s s s s s s s e s e s b este s e st s e s eseesentes e s e st es e s estesessansesensenes Rev. Alison Peters
LIEUT ISt cvvevveeviereetererteseeseeseeseeseeseeseeseeseeseessessesteesaesaessesseseessessessessessesseesassess et sesses s s e esses s st essessessassessessesserteessereessensons David Stickler
Director of Music Ministries/Organist/ PIamiSt......c..cieirrirrierieioieiereieereereeseeseseessessessessessessessesseeseessoseessesssseesesens Judith Brown
AUdio/Video TeChniCIanS. ..civvieiiiiiieiiiir ittt ettt re s rsessereessessersersersessessesseress Joe Aurigemma and Eric Ringler
USRETS vttt ettt ettt s e st sasb e s sesestesessesassassesassesassassesessasassass sesessesarsassesarsanssensesenseseane Otto Ross and David Stickler
CRILACATE. 1.ttt ittt ettt ettt v ettt r e vt ereere e s s b s ebsessesb e st essaetessessaessesessaessesseresssessersessessestessessersennan Jeff and Kathy Getty
Y m} WELCOME: A very warm welcome to everyone who comes to worship with us here at First
N/ Presbyterian Church! We are proud to be a “Big Tent Church” where everyone is welcome to join

WE L C O’M E us in worshiping and serving our Lord, Jesus Christ. We welcome and encourage worshipers of all
& 'y Dt races, all women, men, and members of the LGBTQ+ community, all political parties, and all walks
b ,»’ of life to join us. We welcome you to worship with us.
[
v WELCOME, VISITORS: We are glad you found your way to First Presbyterian Church of
Cumberland. For more information about opportunities to worship, learn and serve with us, we encourage you to visit the
table outside the church office. You can also learn more about us at www.fpc-cumberland.org and

www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland.

FRIENDSHIP PADS: Please locate and sign the red pad in your pew, tear off the sheet and place it in the collection plate
during the offering. This important practice allows us to be mindful of new folks and long-time members as well, and is a good
way to learn (or remember) the names of those with whom you are seated. If you are visitor, please fill out the “Welcome to
First Presbyterian Church” card in the pew rack and put it in the offering plate when it comes by during the service.

PERSONAL LISTENING DEVICES: (amplifiers) are available in the back of the church for use during worship. Please see

an usher for assistance.

SHARING OF JOYS & CONCERNS: Please use the orange or blue prayer request cards, which are located in ﬁ
the back of the sanctuary by the bulletins to share any joys or concerns. Place the card in the offering plate once &k\\(\
you have completed your request. The ushers will bring them to the pastor during the offering. The prayer S
request cards are also available in the pew racks.

N g CHILDREN IN WORSHIP: You are welcome to bring your child with you to worship.
We have "worship bags" in the back of the sanctuary that include materials for drawing
, and coloring, as well as Bible stories and Bible word-find games. Our "To Families with
w E g Young Children" pew card contains information about why young children should be
encouraged to come to worship and how parents and others can engage them more fully
in worship. Childcare is provided during worship as needed! Please see an usher if you have any questions.

THE PRAY-GROUND is a special space in the sanctuary for our youngest children and their families. All families are
welcome to come and sit in the right front pews with their children seated on the rug. This front row seat will allow God’s
youngest children to participate in the service in a place where they can see and hear best. There will be activities provided so


http://www.facebook.com/First.Pres.Cumberland

that their little hands are kept busy while participating in worship. “Jesus said to them, ‘Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it"”” (Mark 10:14-15).

SANCTUARY FLOWERS: Please contact Michael Levitas or the church office if you would like to sponsor flowers for a

special occasion such as a birthday or anniversary or in memory or honor of a friend or loved one. You may specify live or silk
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This week at our Chuvrch

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS The flowers in the sanctuary today are given to the Glory of God

as we celebrate with pride the promotion of our son Brian

MONDAY, AUGUST (31) Mathews to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army. He

7:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN currently serves as a logistician at the Defense Logistics Agency in

New Cumberland. PA. bv Carolvn and Tom Mathews and familv.

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER (1)

7:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN

5:00 PM MISSION MEETING ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE

7.00 PM BUILDING & GROUNDS MEETING RULING ELDERS: CARL BELT & CINDY CORLEY
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER (2) ANNUAL GIVING YEAR-TO-DATE: as of August 23, 2026
7:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN Total 2026 Pledges Promised $27 1,12600
12:15PM STAFF MEETING Pre-paid pledges $ 70,507.00
5:30 PM WORSHIP & MUSIC MEETING 2026 Pledge Balance Promised $200,618.00
7:00 PM NA MEETING Pledge Balance Received Year-to-Date $ 130,856.00
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER (3) Pledge Balance Promised Year-to-Date $ 132,250.00
7:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN Over/(Under) $ (1,494.00)
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER (4) ONLINE GIVING
7:30 AM CHURCH OFFICE OPEN
12:30 PM RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER (5)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER (6)

10:00 AM SERVICE OF WORD & SACRAMENT:
HoLy COMMUNION

SAVE THE DATE: FALL KICK-OFF PICNIC: Join us at Rocky Gap State Park on Sunday, September 13 for our Fall
Kick-off worship service. The service will begin at 11:00 AM at the White Pine Pavilion on the left-hand side of Pleasant
Valley Road.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL: MAKE DISCIPLES-
Join us at 9:30 AM on Sunday mornings in the Dakota Room beginning September 27!

Matthew 28:18-20 is called “The Great Commission,” and in these words we see Jesus send out his followers to make
disciples, to baptize, and to teach people to obey all that Jesus taught them. He promises to be with them no matter what.
Since this promise, followers of Jesus have welcomed new disciples for almost two thousand years into Christian community
and helped people come to know Christ and grow in faith.

In this unit, participants will learn that making disciples, at its simplest, is an invitation to others to live as followers of Christ.
Although Christian beliefs and practices may vary within the same faith community, disciples of Jesus gather to worship and
serve God together. Making disciples is not inviting others to have an identical faith to one’s own; it is an invitation to live
into a faith that meets a person’s spiritual needs and contributes to the goodness of the community. The six dimensions of
this practice that are discussed include: live like a disciple, go, be a witness, baptize, teach, and learn about Jesus, and trust in
Jesus’ presence always.

HIKE FOR THE HOMELESS: The Hike for the Homeless, which will benefit the Union Rescue Mission of Western
Maryland, will be held Saturday, September 26, 2026 at the Main Beach at Rocky Gap State Park. The Hike will begin at



9:00 AM followed by a picnic-style lunch and presentation at 12:00 PM. Please use registration forms in Brittany’s office. The
registration fee is $35 per person. Payment may be made online via PayPal or by check to: Union Rescue Mission and reference
Hike in the memo. Pre-registration is due by September 7™ to guarantee a t-shirt.




Fe“owship Dinner Schedule

i —— Our fellowship dinner series

. . was designed to create
Mi kmltas opportunities to gather, connect,
and grow together
as a congregation, outside of
traditional worship services.
With a wide range of dates
offered by our gracious hosts,
we hope you can find
a convenient date to join us!

Guest lists will be curated on a
first come, first serve basis.

September 26 If you are interested in attending a
Buck & Jane Belt dinner, please fill out the RSVP card
' below, or email Kelsey Gallo at
A\@g 6 PM // BN [/firstpresbyterianevents@gmail.com
)\
October 17 / (Iry

<L/, Additional dates may be added as
Debbie & Gary Roper more hosts become available.

5:30 PM
Sp . WY

" would like to attend the fallowing Fellowship Dinner:
Name Number Attending

TR sAeguedddliim
MTKE & Cathy Levitas Qessndionduisléann _ (ctober 17* 5:30pm

mgutpasingemm  — September 26t 6pm  Debbie & Gary Roper
CW, Buck & Jane Belt




:% FAI.I. KICK-OFF
* dlendc s,

11:00 AM
SEPTEMBER 13™ 2026

White Pine Pavillion -
on the left side of Pleasant Valley Road
in Flintstone, Maryland.

Help us usher in the beautiful fall season with an
outdoor worship service followed by a picnic andd
fellowship. The Congregational Care team
will provide entrees and drinks;
please bring a side or dessert to share!

Name Dish




